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Children’s fishing pier at Schroeder Park

The town of Grandview, Indiana is located on the southern edge of Indiana between Tell City and Evansville.
A group of settlers camped along Blackford Creek directly across the Ohio River in Kentucky as early as 1800
waiting for a treaty to be signed between the Delaware Indians and the United States Government. The settlers
crossed the river to Grandview when the treaty was signed in 1804. The town of Grandview was settled in
1807, laid out in September of 1851 and declared incorporated in 1872. Grandview was named for it’s “grand
view” of the Ohio River.
There are three parks that are owned, managed and maintained by the Town of Grandview—Grandview City
Park, Old Mill Park and Schroeder Park. The Grandview Parks and Recreation Board was disbanded on December 16th, 2019. At the same time, the Grandview Town Council was established under Indiana Code as a
Park Authority for the town.

This Master Park Plan is the first update for the Town of Grandview since 1990. The planning area and main
consumer base for this Master Plan is the parks and park users in the incorporated town limits of Grandview.
Input was gathered from residents and non-residents from surrounding communities that partake in the recreational amenities offered by the Town of Grandview.
We believe that this renewed focus will not only improve our parks and recreation, but also enrich the beauty
and livability of Grandview. By recognizing the value of our green spaces and recreation system, we are helping to safeguard them—not just today, but for many years to come.
The action plan developed for this Master Plan will improve the residents enjoyment of our parks and recreation amenities today and safeguard their long-term sustainability for future generations.
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The Park Authority has been created under Indiana statute to supervise park and recreation
functions and to establish rules governing the use of the park facilities by the public. The
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Budget

The Grandview Park system is funded through a line item in the Grandview town budget. Repairs to buildings and utilities are funded through the general fund.
The Park Authority realizes there is a limit to our budget and resources, and that affects on our ability to meet
all of the public demand for amenities and services. The Park Authority recently instituted a $5 boat launch
fee and a fee for softball tournaments to help with the budget. They also identified needs to the softball field
to make it more of a hotspot for softball tournaments and placed them on the action item list.

Goals of the Park Authority
The Grandview Park Authority seeks to:
•

Provide quality and accessible park and recreation facilities for all age groups, abilities and economic levels.

•

Maintain, preserve, protect, improve and enhance the Grandview parks, natural resources and recreational
opportunities for current and future generations.

•

To connect people to green spaces to provide places for gathering, celebrating, contemplating and engaging in activities that promote health, well-being, community and the environment.

•

Improve the visual appearance and usability of existing park facilities to make them more appealing to
the public to assure continued optimum use.

•

To enhance the overall quality of life for residents through recreation.

•

Expand physical access to the Ohio River in a manner that is visually appealing, available to everyone
and sensitive to ecological function.

•

Inform the general public about outdoor recreation needs and opportunities of Grandview, and work to
obtain as much assistance as possible from local community groups.

Goals of the Grandview Master Park Plan
The Grandview Park Authority seeks to do the following with this Master Plan update:
•

To perform an inventory and analysis to guide future development of the park system.

•

To provide a roadmap to maximize access to high quality parks and recreation experiences that connect
people with each other and with nature.

•

Plan and develop parks within a reasonable walking distance of all residents.

•

Plan and program parks and facilities for all ages, abilities and economic levels.

The Town of Grandview is located in Southern Indiana
along the Ohio River at river mile marker 742. It is part
of Spencer County and located in Hammond township.
Grandview is 37 miles from Evansville, Indiana, 16 miles
from Owensboro, Kentucky and 87.5 miles from Louisville, Kentucky. Indiana State Road 66 runs through the
town east to west and was designated a scenic highway in
1989.
The Town of Grandview has a total area of .96 square
miles. Although the towns parks are well distributed
across neighborhoods, connecting to and from the recreation areas can be a challenge. The ballfields were busy
with games all during the warmer months before the park
system began charging fees for use to help cover upkeep
costs. The ballfields drastically decreased after the fee
was instituted. The park authority has been inactive in
the past several years but is now actively seeking ways to increase traffic at the parks like upgrading the ballfields and safety so that they will be more attractive to
future ball tournaments.

Census.gov

The population (according to the US Census data) of
the Town of Grandview was at its height in the year
1900 at 822. Most recently, the 2010 population was
749 and the 2020 population was 711. In 2010 there
were 288 households and 199 families living in
Grandview. These numbers increased slightly from
the 2000 census data at 266 households and 194 families. Both census data show that 36% of households
had children under the age of 18 living with them. The
bulk of the population—50.9% - is of working age 2564. The population of Grandview is also 90.3% white.
The trends listed in this paragraph duplicate the regional patterns of rural areas.

The median household income for 2019 was
$38,490 which is up from $35,417 in 2000.
Workers in Grandview commute an average
of 26 miles.
The climate in Grandview is fairly mild.
Temperatures exceeds 90º for several days
each summer and drops below zero for several days in winter. Nevertheless, the temperature on most days is ideal.
Rainfall is generally adequate for crops and
averages 50 inches per year. The closeness
to the river brings high water and flooding
as snow melts in the northeast and in the
spring. Many of the residential and park
areas are susceptible to flooding. There is
cleanup that takes place especially at the
boat ramp area after each flood.
IndianaMap

The topography of Grandview is generally level to gently sloping, but mostly flat with an average elevation of
394 feet above sea level. The soil classification for Grandview lies in the Ginat Series which slow run-off
adds to the issue with soil moisture.
The natural tree canopy of the town has been varied through the years. The remaining trees are mostly mixed
hardwood shade trees with a variety of volunteer and structured plantings throughout the town. There are no
noticeable pests in the trees or environment of Grandview except for mosquitos as mentioned by several survey responders. The Park Authority stated that no vegetation or wildlife issues exist in the town or parks.
The Town of Grandview was awarded an Indiana Waters Grant for $248,300 in 1991 to install a boat ramp
located on the Ohio River. The town was also awarded a $66,450 grant to install a floating dock at the boat
ramp with a ramp from the parking lot.
There is a disc golf course located in the Grandview City Park is
a popular attraction that draws regular participants from not only
Grandview, but Owensboro (KY) and Evansville. The course is
also listed on the website discgolfscene.com. The town works
closely with the Army Corp of Engineers for maintenance and
updates to the park along the river.
Students in Grandview
travel to Rockport, Indiana six miles west to
school. Grandview has
a low-income housing unit. The school system is the only dedicated childcare for families. During the summer months, grandparents
or one non-working parent perform childcare duties. According to
the survey answers, the grandparents use the parks a lot during the
summer months and after school.
The town operates its own water and wastewater systems and have
recently upgraded both. A master utility study is currently underway to identify any additional upgrades needed. They recently sold their natural gas system to Ohio Valley Gas.
The average age of houses in the Town of Grandview along the State Road 66/Main Street (also the business
district) three block corridor is 1927. The oldest house is a Queen Anne built in 1851. The average age of
commercial buildings in the same corridor is 1920. Some of these buildings have been restored and well
maintained and others are in disrepair. There is a marker stating Abraham Lincoln travelled Main Street hauling goods to and from the Ohio River.
As the lifestyles of residents and park visitors continue to change, the park system need to also evolve. The
Town of Grandview needs better lighting and additional/renovated sidewalks for better and safer access to and
between parks. The direction set in this plan was guided by the insights gained through the public participation and research of demographic shifts, recreation trends and health trends. The Park Authority feels that better and safer access to and between the park areas will help with this and increase usage.
Nationally there is a growing concern that people, especially children are losing their connection to nature.
Some cite technology as directly competing for their leisure time, while others fear that technology is replacing hands-on learning with indirect learning. Forging a connection between people and natural areas will help
ensure the long-term stewardship of the park system and build valuable life lessons.
Events held in Grandview are: the Grandview Fall Festival by the Grandview Civic Association; Sizzlin Summerfest by the Spencer County Fair; and Octoberfest by the Spencer County Fair. There are also softball,
horseshoe and disc golf tournaments held in Grandview.

The Grandview Park Authority is responsible for three parks—City Park, Old Mill Park and Schroeder Park.
Additional Spencer County parks and recreation areas are listed by federal, state, local, schools and private.
Grandview City Park
2nd and Walnut Streets
Grandview, Indiana
City Park was established by the Town of Grandview. The 19acre park has a variety of activities that include softball field, basketball court, playground, picnic area, disc golf course, horseshoe
pits and a 65-foot zipline. The park also has two shelter houses
that offer shade and seating. The city park is a great place to picnic, relax and enjoy recreational activities. The park is mostly flat
and lightly wooded.

Old Mill Park
5th Street
Grandview, Indiana
Old Mill Park was established by the Grandview Garden Club on town-owned
property The one-half acre park has a variety of activities that include picnic area
and playground. The park is mostly flat and lightly wooded.

Schroeder Park
State Road 66
Grandview, Indiana
Schroeder Park is owned by the Town of Grandview. The ten acre park is owned
by the Town of Grandview and has a variety of activities that include fishing,
playground and picnic area. The park is mostly flat and lightly wooded.

Federal
Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial
PO Box 1816
Lincoln City, IN 47552
812-937-4541 / 812-937-9929
The Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial was established in 1962 and is composed of a Memorial Building
and Visitor Center and the Lincoln Living Historical Farm. Stone murals flanking the Visitor Center tell the
pictorial story of Lincoln’s life. Inside is a small museum, interpretative motion picture, Nancy Hanks Lincoln
Hall and Abraham Lincoln Hall.

The visitor center is open daily 8:00 am—5:00 pm. The historical farm is open mid April through September.
State
Lincoln State Park
PO Box 216
Lincoln City, IN 47552
812-937-4710
Lincoln State Park is the only state recreation area in Spencer County and was established in 1932. The 1,747
acre park adjoins the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial. There is a 10-mile hiking trail, fire tower, the
church Abraham Lincoln attended and Sarah Lincoln’s Woods Nature Preserve. Seasonal naturalists provide
programs from Memorial Day until Labor Day. A 58-acre lake with a swimming beach and bathhouse, fishing, boat rentals, paddle boats, canoes, playground, tennis court, shelter houses and numerous picnic sites
available. There are cabins, primitive campsites and RV sites available for rent.

Lincoln Amphitheatre
Lincoln Amphitheatre was established in 1987 and is part of Lincoln State Park. The 1500+ seat covered amphitheatre features a musical story of Abraham Lincoln’s life, and concerts including rock and roll, country,
theatrical and classical.
Colonel William Jones State Historic Site
The Colonel William Jones State Historic Site is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is located on Boone Street, one mile west of US 231 in Gentryville. The 1834 Federal design home of merchant employer of Abraham Lincoln features guided tours, themed talks and a gift shop called the Jonesboro Merchantile.
Local
Huffman Covered Bridge

Huffman covered bridge is located on the eastern county line spanning the Anderson River between Spencer
and Perry counties. The bridge was constructed in 1965 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places
in 1998. The bridge is now a footbridge only. A new bridge was constructed north of the Huffman Bridge for
automobiles. Thomas Lincoln brought his young son Abraham to Huffman to mill his corn. The single span
yellow poplar bridge is covered with a 20 panel Burr Arch-Truss bridge timber frame. The overall span is 148
feet long, with a ten-foot overhang on each end.
Private
Holiday World & Splashin’ Safari
Holiday World is the nation’s first theme park that was known as Santa Claus Land (which opened in 1954)
until 1984. Splashin’ Safari water park opened in 1993. The park is divided into four sections: Christmas,
Halloween, Thanksgiving and Forth of July. It includes three wooden roller coasters, multiple waterslides,
wave pools, amusement park rides and of course a visit with Santa.
Lake Rudolph Campground and RV Resort
Lake Rudolph campground is located on SR 245 adjacent to Holiday World. Lake Rudolph is a 70-acre resort
that opened in 1985, originally as a private resort, but is now open to the public. The resort features more than
150 RV/tent sites. The RV sites have access to water, electric, sewer, picnic tables, grills, showers, toilets and
laundry equipment. Campers may use their own RV or rent one owned by the resort. There are also cabins
available for rent, two swimming pools, miniature golf, fishing lake, paddle boats, playgrounds, basketball,
shelter house, horseshoes, country store and bath house.
St. Meinrad Archabbey
St. Meinrad Archabbey was founded in 1854 and is located on SR 62 in St. Meinrad. The church was completed in 1907 and is operated by Benedictine monks. The Archabbey is located on a high hill overlooking a

small community and has twin spires and eye-catching towers. Self-guided brochures allow visitors to wander
through the well-kept grounds and serene rock garden.
Monte Casino Chapel
The Monte Casino Chapel is located one mile north of the Archabbey and was dedicated in 1870. The grounds
offer a panoramic view of the Anderson valley and the chapel and surrounding picnic area are open year-round
during daylight hours.
Spencer County Memorial Forest
The Spencer County Memorial Forest is located on CR 1550 off SR 545 in Fulda. It offers spectacular foliage
and features a towering World War II Veterans Memorial. There are shelter houses available for picnics and
events.
Christmas Lake Golf Course
Christmas Lake Golf Course is located on SR 245 south in the town of Santa Claus. This 18-hole championship course has been acclaimed by Golf Digest as one of the top 100 courses in America. It was designed in
1967 by renowned architect Edmund Ault. The golf course also has a driving range, pro shop, grill, banquet
facilities, restaurant and lounge.
Lakewood Country Club
Lakewood Country Club is a challenging nine-hole course located on SR 45 south of Rockport. It is open to
the public on weekdays and after 2:00 pm on weekends.
Chrisney Golf Course
Chrisney Golf Course is a community civic association nine-hole course operated and maintained by volunteers. No carts are available, but there is a ramp where you can unload your own.
Lincoln Pioneer Village
Lincoln Pioneer Village is located in Rockport, next to the City Park. It commemorates the life and times of
Abraham Lincoln and his family. The village has a museum, artifacts and a collection of 13 pioneer cabins that
stand tribute to the survival of forefathers in the southwest Indiana wilderness. The village was built in 193536 by Works Progress Administration (WPA) a Franklin Delano Roosevelt depression-era program. The village was designed by George Hoening. The log cabins are replicas of the John Pitcher Law Office, Sarah Lincoln Grisby home, James Gentry (merchant and farmer) cabin and Josiah Crawford home (employer and neighbor of Abraham and Sarah Lincoln). The village was listed on the Register of Historic Places in 1998 and is
operated by the “Friends of the Lincoln Pioneer Village and Museum”, a non-profit organization.
Lincoln Landing/Rockport Bluff
The Lincoln Landing site or Rockport Bluff is the historic site where Abraham Lincoln launched a flatboat to
transport produce to New Orleans for a local merchant in 1828. Abraham Lincoln saw slavery for the first time
during this trip to New Orleans. Lincoln Landing is on River Road at the east end of Main Street in Rockport,
Indiana. The area includes a beautiful rock-sculpted bluff and park for picnics and viewing the river.

Lincoln Ferry Park
Lincoln Ferry Park overlooks the Ohio River on SR 66 just west of the Spencer County line near Troy, Indiana.
A shelter house and shaded picnic tables enhance one’s travel along State Road 66 on the designated Ohio River Scenic Route. This historic spot is where the Lincoln family was ferried across the Ohio River into Indiana
in 1816.
Fischer’s Lake
Fischer’s Lake is a private campground located 2.5 miles east of Newtonville on SR 70 and consists of approximately 70 acres. It features campsites with electricity, water, picnic tables, flush toilets and showers. Grills,
two large shelter houses and an enclosed shelter house are also available. The 14-acre man-made spring fed
lake offers swimming, sand beach, fishing and boating. Boats can be rented and a concession stand and dance
pavilion are located near the beach..

Heritage Hills Campground

Heritage Hills Campground is located near US 231 south of Gentryville. The campground is open year-round
and has campsites with electricity, playground equipment and picnic tables. A well stocked 5-acre fishing
lake and 70 acres of rolling wooded terrain add to the beauty of this secluded campground.
Honey Creek Farm
Honey Creek Farm opened in October of 1998 and is located just off US 231 north of the American Electric
Power (AEP) plant. The farm has approximately 3,200 acres and is owned by AEP and is used by employees
and residents of the communities surrounding the plant. The farm includes a barn with a lean-to that is used
as a community center. The barn has a loft that was transformed into the Land of Oz, complete with yellow
brick road for children’s activities. The center is furnished with picnic tables made from recycled products.
There are also some walking trails on the property with observation stations for wildlife viewing and rest areas with benches. The development of this property is primarily done by volunteers.

The Grandview Park Authority is committed to making our facilities and services available to anyone, regardless of resident status, physical or mental ability. As facilities are renovated or replaced, they are done according to ADA standards.
The Town of Grandview ADA coordinator is Keith Nix, Town Manager. Mr. Nix can be reached at 812-6492573. The Spencer County ADA and Title 6 Coordinator is Kay Erwin. ADA grievances can be forwarded to
Ms. Erwin at 200 Main Street, Room 6, Rockport, Indiana 47635, 812-649-4376 or spencerada@psci.net.
The Town of Grandview town hall is ADA accessible. If meetings are going to have a large attendance, sometimes the fire station or civic center is used. Both of these buildings are also ADA accessible. The Town asks
to be made aware of additional accessibility requirements in public notices for meetings.
The Town of Grandview created an ADA Plan for all town owned properties in May of 2020. The ADA committee meets annually for a planning meeting and will update the plan every two years.

Grandview City Park
City Park has two shelter houses that that were made ADA accessible with sidewalks installed at the correct grade in 2021.
The softball field is not currently ADA accessible.
The basketball court has a paved parking lot, but a grass approach surrounding the court.
The playground and Goose Hollow Disc Golf Course have a gravel parking area and grass approach.
Old Mill Park
Old Mill Park includes a picnic area with a shelter that is surrounded by grass.
The playground has an ADA swing, but the approach is grass and the underlayment is mulch.
Schroeder Park
Schroeder Park has a fishing area with a dock that is ADA accessible.
The playground is grass and mulch that is not ADA accessible.
The picnic area has a shelter that is surrounded by grass.

The Grandview Park Authority launched an online survey that gave all residents, park users and local elected
officials an opportunity to share their thoughts about the park and recreation wants and needs. The goal was to
determine the top community park and recreation needs. The survey was available from August 1—
September 30, 2021. The survey was promoted by newspaper articles, Facebook posts, through Town Council
meetings, signs at town hall/library and yard signs in all the parks and throughout the town.
The Park Authority members also talked with residents, residents called town hall and Indiana 15 with comments.

Survey Findings

The survey had 23 respondents of which 70% were residents of Grandview. Even though 23 responders does
not sound like a lot, it is more than has participated in past surveys for things like water issues. In addition to
the online survey, residents also made phone calls to the town hall, Indiana 15 Regional Planning Commission
and the Park Authority members.
Seventy-four percent of respondents to the survey had participated in activities at a Grandview Park and 26%
of these had visited more than 10 times in the past 90 days.
The largest activity engaged in at a Grandview Park was the playgrounds. When asked to rate the importance
of various park system amenities, respondents also ranked playgrounds highest. Related amenities such as the
zipline, picnic areas and disc golf also receive high rankings.
Sixty-five percent of respondents had visited a park outside Grandview in the last three years. The activity
most participated in outside of Grandview was playgrounds, splash parks, disc golf and picnics.
When asked what the Park Authority could do to help enhance participation in the park system, walking/biking
trails were the highest requested. Specifically requested was a trail wide enough for strollers. Also mentioned
is a problem with mosquitos, upgrade/repair on grills needed, portable bathrooms needed, trash cans needed,
better cleaning of floors of shelters, lights/fencing upgrade at the softball field and more events (craft/vendor
fairs). This indicates additional focus is needed for these areas.
Within the natural environment, residents indicate they enjoy walking, biking, viewing nature, and picnicking.
Residents indicate they want more focus on keeping parks clean.
Afternoons and weekends were reported as the best time for park programs at 30%, followed closely by evenings at 26%.
Though 68% of survey respondents report no issues finding out about recreational opportunities at Grandview
Parks a Facebook page and joining all area disc golf club groups on Facebook were suggested as additional
means of promotion.
Overall, residents feel the Park Authority is doing a good job of providing for their household’s park and recreation needs. The overall quality of park facilities were ranked 4.26 out of 5 stars.
After careful listening and analysis of all comments received, the following top community needs emerged.
- Boat dock at the Grandview boat launch
- Parking lot at the Grandview boat launch
- Safely connecting the parks and park access
- More ADA access
- Walking/biking trails
- Parking at City Park
- Upgrade existing playground equipment and add additional options

- Lights and fencing at the softball field

Survey Results

Phone call—David Gross, Grandview Civic Club
- Need a dock at the boat ramp
- Has a civic project in planning to build an 1812 Block House replica in the Town of Grandview
- Has a civic project in planning to build a flatboat similar to the last one built in Grandview by a
retired worker—maybe at the boat dock.
Phone call—Ron Winkler, resident
- Would like to see a new floating dock with a walkway at the
Grandview launch ramp
- Needs to have boat tie offs on it
- It is important for the current one to be replaced because it is
rubbing the finish off boats and the last person has to swim
out to the boat.
Block House sample photo

Public Meeting—Public findings on draft plan

Doug Risse called the public hearing to order on March 21, 2022 at 5:00 pm. He then turned the hearing over
to Cheri Taylor with Indiana 15 Regional Planning Commission.
Ms. Taylor made introductions and explained that Indiana 15 RPC had been contracted to develop a five-year
Master Park Plan. The purpose of the park master plan is to plan for improvements over the next five years.
The plan is not set in stone, it can be amended at any time. An Indiana Department of Natural Resources approved Five-Year Master Park Plan makes established park organizations eligible to apply for IDNR funding.
Ms. Taylor further explained that comments were received via online survey, phone calls and word of mouth.
Yard signs, direct emails and signs at Town Hall promoted the online survey. A sign at the public library promoted the online survey and phone calls with comments and ideas.
The plan was developed with the help of the Town Manager from comments received. The yearly workplan
was reviewed in detail for those present. A draft was sent to IDNR for review on January 13th. Ms. Taylor
received comments back from IDNR which have been incorporated into the present draft handed out tonight.
Comments received tonight until submitted will be incorporated into the final draft. The final plan is due to
IDNR by April 15th.
Ms. Taylor then opened the floor to comments from those present.
Doug Risse commented that the draft incorporated the comments he had heard from those that had reached out
to him during and before this process began.
Angie Fischer commented that everything she had brought to her had also been incorporated into the final
plan. Others agreed with these comments.
Ms. Taylor asked if anything had been omitted from the draft that should be included or if anything needed to
be changed before the final draft? Everyone agreed that the draft was complete and correct.

Doug Risse reminded those present that more emphasis should be placed on handicap accessibility to ensure
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act on all upcoming projects. “We should strive to make all
our parks accessible to everyone.”
Ms. Taylor thanked the Park Authority for the opportunity to work on this project. In turn the Park Authority
thanked Ms. Taylor and Indiana 15 RPC for their continued community partnership.

The Park Authority identified the following needs focusing on safety and longevity of recreation in the Town
of Grandview.
- Boat dock at the Grandview boat launch
- Update parking lot at the Grandview boat launch
- Add more walkability between parks
- Update ballfields to tournament quality for rental ability
- Add a volleyball court
- Look for opportunities that bring in funds to the Parks Department

- Look for grant opportunities to help fund park needs
- Look for opportunities to upgrade existing park offerings to ADA compliance each year

After careful listening and analysis of all public comments received, the following top community needs
emerged:
- Boat dock at the Grandview boat launch
- Parking lot at the Grandview boat launch
- Walking/biking trails
- Parking at City Park
- Upgrade existing playground equipment and add additional options
- Lights and fencing at softball field
- Mosquitos
- Walkway from the ramp to the boat launch

Clubs and Organizations

The following clubs and organizations exist in Grandview and volunteer for projects to better the town.
Grandview Civic Association
Grandview Volunteer Fire Department
Grandview Garden Club
Conservation Club
Grant Opportunities
Next Level Trails—DNR

Land and Water Conservation Funds—DNR

